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She measnrethe not wealth and prosperity by her owne commodi-
ties, but by the mlserie and incommodities of other, she would not by
her good will be made a goddesse, yf there were no wretches left,
over whom she might, like a scorneful ladie rule and triumph, over
whose miseries her felicities mighte shyne, whose povertie she myghte
vexe, tormente, and encrease by gorgiouslye settynge furthe her
richesse. Thys hellhounde creapeth into mens }iartes: and plucketh
them backe from entering the right pathe of life, and Is so depely
roted in mens brestes, that she can not be plucked out.
This fourme and fashion of a weale publique, which I would gladly
wish unto al nations, I am glad yet that it hath chaunced to the Uto-
pians, which have folowed those institutions of life, whereby they
have laid such foundations of their common wealth, as shal continew
and last not only wealthely, but also, as far as mans wit may judge
and conjecture, shall endure for ever. For, sayng the chiefe causes
of ambition and sedition, with other vices be plucked up by the rootes,
and abandoned at home., there can be no jeopardie of domisticall dis-
sention, whiche alone hathe caste under foote and brought to noughte
the well fortefied and stronglie defenced wealthe and riches of many
cities. But forasmuch as perfect concorde remaineth, and whole-
some lawes be executed at home, the envie of al forein princes be not
liable to shake or move the empire, though they have many tymes
long ago gone about to do it, beyng evermore driven back.
Thus when Raphaell hadde made an ende of his tale, though many
thinges came to my mind, which in the maners and lawes of that
people semed to be instituted and founded of no good reason, not
onely in the fashion of their chevalry, and in their sacrifices and re-
ligions, and in other of their lawes, but also, yea and chiefly, in that
which is the principal foundation of al their ordinaunces, that is to say,
in the communitie of their life and livynge, withoute anye occupieng
of money, by the whiche thinge onely nobilitie, magnificence, wour-
shippe, honour, and majestie, the true ornamentes and honoures, as
the common opinion is, of a common wealth, utterlye be overthrowen
and destroied: yet because I knew that he was wery of talking, and
was not sure whether he coulde abyde that anye thynge shoulde be
sayde againste hys rnynde: speciallye remembrynge that he had rep-
rehended this fault in other, which he aferde lest they should seme
not to be wise enough, onles they could find some fault in other mens
inventions: therfor I praising both their institutions and hys com-
munication, toke him by the hand, and led him in to supper: sayinge
that we woulde chuese an other time to waye and examine the same
matters, and to talke with him moore at large therm. Whiche woulde
God it might ones come to passe. In the mean time, as I can not
agree and consent to all thinges that he saide, beyng els without doubt